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King’s HCMC is a selective academic school offering a challenging, English-medium 
curriculum rooted in the ethos of Mind, Spirit and Heart. In order for children to 
thrive academically, socially and personally, we need to make sure that the school is 
the right fit for them and that they will be able to meet the challenge of our curricu-
lum. 

Please remember that assessments are just one part of the overall admissions pro-
cess and are considered alongside school reports, recommendations, and the 
School’s professional judgement in determining whether we can best meet the needs 
of each child. 

Application process and decisions are made in the light of all of the information we 
possess. The assessments aren’t a pass/fail scenario, but will allow us to take a view 
on whether King’s is the right school for your child. For further information on other 
aspects of the school admissions process, please refer to the Admissions Handbook 
on the website.  

ASSESSMENTS GUIDE 
INFORMATION for PARENTS

OVERVIEW 

https://kingshcmc.edu.vn/
https://event-cms.kingshcmc.edu.vn/uploads/Admissions_Handbook_final_1905_fdbdf63d89.pdf
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Children applying for Year 2 and below will not be expected to sit formal assess-
ments. We know that children develop at different rates at different ages. However, 
we will ask children to come in for observation sessions with senior school staff. We 
want to see how they interact with adults and other children so that we can get to 
know them a little better. 

WHAT TO EXPECT – BY YEAR GROUP 

Year 2 and Below — Observation Session 

Applicable: Year 3 and above 

The CAT4 test is a well-established, internationally recognised assessment which is 
used to give a general measure of a child’s level of cognitive ability. It assesses the 
main types of reasoning ability known to make a difference to learning and achieve-
ment: verbal, non-verbal, quantitative and spatial reasoning.  

The assessments consist of a series of multiple-choice questions which ask children 
to select the most appropriate answer. The assessments are taken online.  

The assessments are age-appropriate and the questions match the age-related 
expectations for each child.  

Depending on the age of the child the assessment may last for a total of between 1 
hour and 2 ¼ hours. We will advise you of which test your child will take in advance 
and it will depend on their age on the day they take the assessment. 

The assessments are standardised across the world and scores are broken down into 

GL CAT4 Cognitive Ability Tests 

For that reason we ask all children applying for Year 3 and above to take some form 
of assessment before a place is offered. This document is intended to give parents 
more information about some of the assessments we will use. 

Year 3 and Above — Formal Assessment 

https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/about-cat4
https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/about-cat4
https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/about-cat4
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Applicable: Year 5 and above 

Pupils applying for Year 5 and above and who are not native speakers of English may 
be asked to take a Password Pupil English test. This is an assessment which is 
designed to measure children’s proficiency in English at various levels. The assess-
ment consists of four modules – reading, writing, listening and speaking – and is 
standardised across the world. 

The assessment is online and adapts its questions as the children answer; this 
improves the accuracy of the score. The writing section of the assessment is an 
open-ended response which is marked by a real person rather than the computer.  

Children are given a standardised score in each section, together with a level of 
English ranging from A1 to C2 as a set of common reference levels (CEFR). More 
information on these levels can be found in the appendices.  

As with the CAT4, some practice of assessments is helpful but extensive preparing/-
coaching is not recommended. The purpose of testing is to make sure that the child 
will be able to cope with all the daily life of King’s being conducted in English, and 
what support if any may be needed initially. It is important therefore that we get an

Password English Proficiency Test

the four areas mentioned above. There are therefore four different scores generated 
and they can be quite different from each other depending on the ability of the child. 
Scores generally range from 80 to 140, with the world average standardised at 100.  

Examples of questions can be found at the end of this document and more informa-
tion about the tests can be found on the GL website by follow the link here. 

We expect children to have had some practice before the assessment so they know 
what to expect. However, there is no need for coaching/tutoring in advance of the 
assessment. We are trying to get an accurate picture of a child’s natural academic 
ability and so in many ways the less preparation the better! 

https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/about-cat4
https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/about-cat4
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The Admissions team will work with you to book slots for your child to sit the 
assessments at a time convenient for us all. The time taken for the assessments can 
be quite long, so if your child is taking both a CAT4 and Password test, you may 
wish to spread them over two days; equally we can organise it so they are done in a 
morning and an afternoon. 

ON ASSESSMENT DAY — PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

Booking Your Child's Session 

Your child may take the assessment on their own or there may be a small number of 
other children taking them too. There will be breaks during the sessions for your 
child to go to the bathroom etc.

During the Session 

We do not release the detailed results of the assessments to parents and there is no 
strict pass/fail mark. The information is used to understand if the school is a good fit 
for your child to be able to meet their maximum potential. 

A Note on Results

Please make sure you arrive in good time so your child has time to become familiar 
with the assessment space; arriving late can make them flustered which will not help 
their performance. 

The assessments will be taken in a room in our School Gallery; the room is quiet 
and away from the main gallery space, so your child should be free from noise and 
other distractions. Admissions staff will be present to address any issues which
may arise.  

Arriving and Getting Settled 

accurate picture of a child’s level of English before they start.  

Further information on the Password assessments for school pupils and parents can 
be found via the link here.

https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/about-cat4
https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/about-cat4
https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/about-cat4
https://support.gl-education.com/knowledge-base/assessments/cat4-support/general-information/about-cat4
https://www.englishlanguagetesting.co.uk/test-takers/school-pupils-and-parents/
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APPENDIX A – EXAMPLES OF CAT4 QUESTIONS

We know these assessments can be stressful for children, so please reassure them 
that it is just one element of the application process. The more relaxed they can be, 
the easier it will be for them to show us what they can do.  

Follow link for more information. 

https://support.gl-education.com/media/2783/cat4-and-strategies-for-learning.pdf
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The Common Reference Levels are summarised in the following table: 

APPENDIX B – LANGUAGE LEVELS REFERENCE 

The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching, 
assessment (CEFR) presents a comprehensive descriptive scheme of language profi-
ciency and a set of Common Reference Levels (A1 to C2) which are shown below. 

The common reference levels and their descriptors 


